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ADJOURXMENT.

The House adjourned at 11.29 p.m.,
until next Tuesday afternoon.

Wegislutibe @ouncil,
Tuesday, 13th September, 1898.

Petition: Swan River Fiching—Question:
Perth Police Court, Fines and lanfurmers
—Question : Kingsley-Hall Reward Uold-
Mining Company, Further Particulars—
Motion: Swan River Fishing—Message:
Assent to Bills (four}—Motions ({two):
Leave of Absence—Heturn: Northampton
Mining Leases—Motion: Shipping Casual-
ties Inquiry Bill, Select Committee's Report
—Criminal Appeal Bill, Select Committee’s
Report—Reappropriation of Loan Moneys
Bill, first readig—LInterpretation Bill, third
reading—Wines, Beer, and Spirt Sale
Amendment Bill, in Committee, new
clanses ; reported—Immigration Restriction
Act Amendment Bill, second reading; in
Committee, reported — Imported Labour
Registry Act Amendment Bill, second read-
ing, Division; in Commitice, reported—
Adjournment.

Tue PRESIDENT took the chair at
4.30 o’clock, p.m.

Praxens.

PEITTION : SWAN RIVER FISHING.

Hox. F. M. STONE presented a peti-
tion from 44 residents of Western Austra-
lia, in reference to fishing nets used in the
River Swan.

Petition received, read, and ordered to
be printed.

[Motion on the subject moved at a
later stage.]

QUESTION: PERTH TPOLICE COURT,
FINES AND INFORMERS.

Hoxn. F. WHITCOMBE asked the Col-
onial Secretary,—1, Whether the amounts
payable out of the Perth polite court, to

[COUNCIT..]

]
I
i

Kingsley-Holl Mine.

informers or parties prosecuting (bein
one-half of the fines imposed), have bee:
paid to the persons entitled thereto. 2, i
not, what is the amount thereof now inth
hands of that court} He said he woul
like to make a statement, in asking thi
question. -

Tae Presmext: The hon. membe
could not make & speech in asking
question.

Hox. F. WHTTCOMBE said he wishe
to make a pergonal explanation as to th
motive which urged him to ask the ques
tion. He had been informed there wa
an opinion outside that this question wa
directed personally against the presen
police magistrate. He (Mr. Whitcombe
had no such metive in asking the ques
tion, s his enquiries were directed mainl
to the period before the present polic
magistrate accepted the position.

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. €
Randell) said he had not heard any suc
report as that referred to, and he believe
it was unfounded. The formal reply t
the question was: —1, Yes. 2, Anawere
by No. 1.

QUESTION : KINGSLEY-HALL REWAR]
GOLD-MINING COMPANY, FURTHE:
PARTICGLARS.

How, H. G. PARSONS asked the Col
onial Secretary,—1, Whether the Hon. th
Minister of Mines has not in his posses
gion full particulars, in print and MS., ¢
the flotation and the reconstruction ¢
the Kingsley-Hall Reward Gold-Minin
Company, together with the balance ¢
the old company. 2, If 8o, why the Hor
the Minister of Mines gave as his answe
to questions on Tuesdny, September 6tt
a general denial that his Department ha
any information relative to the interns
affairs of mining companies. 3, Did no
the Warden, who heard the case, find tha
the labour conditions had not been com
plied with; and has not the Minister
in his possession, the report of the direc
tors of the reconstructed company, show
ing that their only available capital wa
£30 ; and did not the manager give swor,
evidence, now in the Minister’s possessior
that the new company had failed to secur
further working capital? 4, Did the Mir
ister undertake that if he were saticfies
that the new company was wound up, an¢
the ground abandoned, he would restor:
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the lease to the prospectors? 5, Is the
Minister in possession of evidence certified
by the Supreme Court of South Australia
that the new company is wound up? 6,
Is the Minister in possession of the copy
of the advertisement by which the liquida-
tors are offering the property for sale? 7,
If so, will the Minister reply further to
the question asked him on September 6th?
8, Has not the Minister instructed the
Warden te protect the applicants’ rights
under certain contingencies, giving the
prospectors a preferential right to forfeit-
urel If go, how can the Warden carry out
the Minister’s instructions? 9, Will the
Minister in the meantime undertake that
hiz refusal to endorse the Warden’s de-
cision shall not be gazetted, pending the
discussion of the matter in another place?

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) replied : —All papers connec-
ted with the Kingsley-Hall Company’s
lease are on the table of the Legislative
Agsembly, having been placed there last
week pursuant to resolution, and all action
taken by the Minister of Mines minuted
thereon. The Minister's decision of re-
fusal to forfeit lease was gazetted last
week.

MOTION : SWAN RIVER FISHING.

Hox. F. M. STONE moved :

That, in the opinion of this House, it is de-
sicable that, in order to allow fishermen fishing
in the Swan River to provide themselves with
nets of o three-inch mesh and to use out their
nets of & less mesh, the regulation of the 24th
August last, making it unlawful to use nets of
less than three-inch mesh in the River Swan,
should be amended so as not to be enforced
for six months; and thia Council respectfully
requests the Government to alter the regulation
accordingly.

Fishing by nets in the Swan River was
not allowed, from the Narrows right up
the river, and no fishing on any account
wasg allowed except by the ordinary red ;
nor in the Canning River, from Canning
Bridge up the river; also from the North
Fremantle Bridge to the sea, no fishing
wag allowed. The only part of the river
in which fishing was allowed by nets was
from the Narrows to Fremantle Bridge
and to the Canning Bridge. The regu-
lation was made by the Government on
the 24th August last, that only nets of
3-inch mesh should be used in that por-
tion of the river which was open to net
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fishing. All the fishermen in Perth and
Fremantle who fished in the river had
netg with 24-inch or 2}-inch mesh. Only
two fishermen were able to obtain a small
quantity of 3-inch mesh, and the other
tishermen had been thrown out of em-
pleyment and o number of hawkers in
Perth had also been thrown out of em-
ployment. beause the fishermen of Perth
sold their fish to hawkers to hawk about.
He had presented o petition to the House
signed by 25 fishermen and 19 hawkers,
agking the House to pass a resolution that
the Government should not enforce the
regulation in reference to the 3-inch mesh
for six months. That would enable the
fishermen to work out their present
supply of nets. Some 12 boats were em-
ployed in fishing on the river, and each
hoat had nets valued at £10 or £12,
which would make about £300 worth of
netting which, if the regulation were en-
forced, would become useless. If
the regulation were not enforced just
now, the fishermen would be able
to work off the nets which they
bhad on hand, and obtain 3-inch
mesh.  If the regulation were enforced, a
number of men would be thrown out of
work, and he was sure that the Govern-
ment did not wish any number of men
to be thrown out of employment. Fish-
ing with the present sized nets would do
no harm, as the fish were fully protected
by certain portions of the river being
clesed to net fishing altogether.

Hox. R. S. Havwes: Needlessly closed.

Hox. F. M. STONE: The time would
eume when the whole of the river should
be open to 3-inch mesh during a certain
portion of the year, say four or fve
nmonths, when the fish were not spawnmgz,
but not to a net of a smaller mesh than
3 inches. In his opinion, in thz whnla
of the river, a net with a mesh not less
than 3 inches should be usad. 1t was
a great hardship on fishermen that the
regulation in reference to the 3-tnsh mesh
should be so suddenly sprung upon thiwm.
There was considerable difference of
opinion as to what size mesh the neis
shculd be. An inspector came to liin
{Mr. Stone) and asked him his opinion
ahout it, but he referred the inspector to
a well-known authority, who advised a
3-inch mesh. After looking into the
matter, he (Mr. Stone) believed a 3-inch
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mesh was the proper size to use. He did
not like to see men thrown out of employ-
menf. Fishermep were honest, hard-
working men, and their livelihood was a
poor one.

Hox. F. T. Crowner: They charged
envugh for fish.

Hox. F. M. STONE : It was well
knewn that the Fremantle supply of fish
went to the goldfields. While on :his
subject, he might say that it seemed
strange that the Government should Luve
closed the river to fishing except. with a
3-inch mesh, and at the samie iime
allowed the destruction of the fish to go on
by preventing the shooting of shags. The
destruction of fish by shags was greai;
for while watching a pelican last Sunday,
he saw that in 10 minutes it got 16 1ixzh,
and went on unpsatisfied. Pelicans wera
protected, and at the same time neople
were prevented from getting fresh qish.
There could be no harm if fishing were
left. open for four or six months; and m
the meantime the Government " amght
appoint five or six persons with a know-
ledge of the fishing industry on the Swan
to go into this matter, and arrive at a
satisfactory solution.
appointed could inquire into the size of
mesh which would be permissible, and
thus enable the fishermen to live, and the
public to be supvlied with fish. He com-
mended the motion, because it was un-
desirable, in the present state of the
labour market, that so many men should
be out of employment.

TeE COLONIAL SECRETARY =aid he
was quite in accord with the metion, but,
in view of the statement he was about to
make, he hoped Mr. Stone would with-
draw. He {the Colonial Secretary) had
been aproached by two fishermen engaged
on the Swan, and, from what they had
said, he had seen the hardship which
would arise if they had suddenly to cease
from fishing. He took the matter up at
once, and he was now pleased to inform
Mr. Stone that to-morrow a proclamation
would be be made extending the time
until the 1st of January. If after that
date it was found further extension was
required, there would be no difficulty in
obtaining that extension.

How. R. 8. Havwes:
opening of the Swan?
recommended.

What about the

These persons |

[COUNCIL.]

Had that not been

Leave of Absence.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
was o new subject. Perth Water mighi
be opened for a limited time; but the
result of closing the river had been very
satisfactory, and some such precautior
would have to be taken in the future, i
the Swan bad. to be stocked with fish. Tc
allow fishermen to go on with a mesgh as
heretofore would be destructive to fish;
and that was the point he had urged or
the Government long agoe. He himseli
thought a 3-inch mesh large enough. Ai
first he thought such a mesh very large
but he had since found that 3 inches
meant from point to point and stretching
it, and therefore did not admit of large
fish going through. Steps had been taker
to issue a proclamation on the following
day.

Tre PRESIDENT : Did Mr. Stone wisl
to withdraw his motion?

How. F. M. STONE said he was pleasec
to hear it was the intention of the Gov
ernment to take steps to remedy the hard
ghip to fishermen. ‘He asked leave t¢
withdraw his motion,

Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

MESSAGE: ASSENT TO BILLS.

A message from the Governor was re
ceived and read, assenting to the follow
ing Bills: —Customs Tariff Amendmen
Bill; Lodgers’ Goods Protection Bill;
Warrants for Goods Indorsement Bill;
Beer Duty Bill,

MOTIONS: LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Hox. F. M. STONE moved that fur
ther leave of absence be granted to Mr.
H. J. Saunders for one month, on the
ground of private business. One cable
gram had been received intimating thai
Mr. Saunders would leave for Australie
by the French mail steamer, and anothe
cablegram said Mr. Saunders had already
left.

Put and passed.

Hoxn. H, G. PARSONS moved that fur.
ther leave of absence be pranted tc
Mr. J. H. Taylor for one month, on the
ground of urgent private business. There
was a certain feeling, he was aware, thal
Mr. Taylor had been unduly absent; but
hon. members would take into considera-
tion that Mr. Taylor now feund himself in
a condition ready to leave for Australia,
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provided his leave of absence was ex-
tended

Hox. R. S. Haynes: Then if leave were
granted he would come?

Hox. H G. PARSONS: Mr. Taylor
wag suffering from severe chronic rheu-
matism—a disease which bagd interrupted
his career in the colony previously, and
had necessitated his visiting New Zealand,
England, and Germany, and at the pre-
gent moment he was in Germany. So far
ag could be gathered, Mr. Taylor was now
sufficiently recovered to stand the sea
voyage, and his friends were ready to
cable 50 soon as they heard the result of
the present motion. Mr, Taylor had
already been granted leave, and his seat
would not be vacated until the expiration
of two months. Under the circumstances,
it could not be held that a member who
was known to be suffering from chronic
rbeumatism, and was prepared to leave
for Australin on receipt of an expression
of the wish of the House, was guilty of
contempt towards the Council. Under the
circumstances, he (Mr, Parsons) had con-
fidence in submitting this motion.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hoa.
G. Randell): A letter had been receiv.d
from Mr. M. L. McKenzie, who stated :L:at
Mr. Taylor had been obliged to go to
Homburg for the benefit of his health.
He (the Colonial Seoretary) trusted the
House would extend the indulgence asked
for.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: The reasons ad-
vanced by Mr. Parsons were such as ought
to have necessitated Mr. Taylor sending
in his resignation, in order that his con-
stituents might be properly represented.
If any person, from whatever cause, was
absent for » considerable time, and was
not likely to be able to attend to his
ordinary duties, he ought to allow, some
other person to have sn opportunity of
occupying his position.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES : The motion was
one he certainly could not assent to. He
did not know one member who had at-
tended so seldom as had Mr. Taylor. He
was sorry to make a statement of the
kind, but not only during last seesion had
Mr. Taylor been absent, but when he did
attend the sittings it was only once or
twice in a week, and then only for a very
few minutes at a time.  Speaking frow
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memory, hie knew npo member who had
atten®ed the sittings of the House so sel-
dom as had Mr. Taylor, and the reasons
given for his absense were not sufficient.
It would be observed that Mr. Taylor did
not take the trouble himseli to apply for
leave of absence, but left it to his friends.
Mr. Taylor made no start for Australia,
but woited to see whiether this motion
were carried or not.  If the motion were
carried, Mr. Taylor would come back;
but if it were not carried, then Mr. Taylor
was not coming back at all, and the leave
of absence would extend over the nex»
year. Two members represented the
Eastern Province, and both resided out
of town, and it was too much to ask them
to look after the interests of Mr. Taylor’s
constituents

Hox. F. T. Crowper: What were those
two members elected for?

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: Those members
were elected to do what Mr. Taylor did
not do, end the work ought to be divided
armongst the representatives of the Pro-
vince. Country members might have an
excuse for not attending, but town mem-
bers had not, and he protested againat
the proposed leave of absence. It had
been stated that a refusal of this leave
of absence would not affect this hon.
member’s seat ; but that only showed how
much the hon. member cared about the
matter. Mr. Saunders had asked for iwo
moenths’ leave of absence, but the House
had only granted him one monthi Mr.
Saunders was now on his way, and the
House hod granted him an additional
month. There were important matters
requiring discussion. Members would
have to consider the Land Bill, the Min.
ing Bill, and the Estimates, and it was
not right that hon. members ghould be
absent during all this time. Naturally
enough he (Mr. Haynes) might go away
next year and say to himself, the House
did not declare Mr. Taylor’s sent vacant,
therefore they would not declare his (Mr.
Haynes’s) seat vacant, Mr. Taylor was
not paying sufficient respect to the posi-
tion he held, and he had forfeited the
confidence of the electors. At any rate,
he had not attended to look after the
interests of his electors.

TrE CoLoNtaL SECRETARY: From a let-
ter he had received, he gathered that Mr.
Taylor was now on his way to the colony.
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Hox, A. P. MATHESON: A member
of the House ought either to resign if he
went away, or stop in the country. He
sympathised with Mr. Taylor, as it had

been said his absence was caused by ill- |

health ; but he (Mr. Matheson) agreed
with Mr. Loton that if members were so
indisposed that they could net attend to
their duties, they ought to resign and al-
low gome one else to take their place.
In consequence of the absence of hon.
members we had experienced, several
times this session, some difficulty in get-
ting a sufficient number of members
to conduct the business, and business
had to be adjourned from day to day be-
cause of the absence of members He
would oppose the motion. '

Hon. A. G. JENKINS zaid he had been
in communication with Mr. Taylor, and
he (Mr. Jenkins) had seen n cable which
had been received from Mr. Taylor within
the last 36 hours, and which siated that
Mr. Taylor was ready to start by the next
boat, if this leave was granted.

Hon. R. 8. Havyyes: And if not?

Hox. A. G. JENKINS : Then his depar-
ture would be delayed for another month
or two. Mr. Taylor had been suffering
from chronic rheumatisin for some time,
and every year he had to take a trip to
New Zealand, or some place in Australia,
where he could get certain baths for the
benefit of his health. Having once
granted My. Taylor leave, the House
should not, without giving Mr, Taylor an
opportunity of getting back, refuse leave
now.

Hox. ¥. T. CROWDER supported the
motion for the extension of the leave.
During the years he had been in the
House, it was a common occurrence for
leave of absence to be granted whenever
it was asked. Both Mr. Saunders and
Mr. Taylor no doubt left this colony with
the idea that no steps would be taken to
curtod] their leave, seeing that in the past
all members had received leave of ab-
sence for as long as they liked. It would
be far better if the House passed a resolu-
tion, or made it known in some way, that
in future members would seriously con-
sider whether leave of absence should be
granted or not.

Hox. R. G. BURGES: We should not
refuse this leave. Mr. Taylor was elected
under the old Electoral Act, and we might
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make nasty remarks about his absence,
but we should not take the serious step
of depriving a member of his seat.

Hox. . 8. Havxes: It would not take
his seai away.

Hox. R. G. BURGES: What then?

Hox. R. 8. Havxes: It was simply re-
fusing leave.

Hox, A. P. Marnesox : It simply repri-
manded him.

Hox. R. G. BURGES: After the re-
marks of Mr. Crowder, that other hon
members had gone away for a whole ses-
sion and had not attended to their duties,
he did not think it right to make an ex-
ample of the case before us. It was all
very well for members to be elected and
then go away and make use of the posi-
tion they held. The sooner the House
gtopped that, the Dbetter. It was
hard on some members who had
to come a long distance—400 miles
and so forth—to attend their duties

ot great inconvenience, when there
was a large number of members
away. It was no trouble for town mem-

bers to attend ; it was a sort of amusement
for them to be present,”but it was incon-
venient for the members who came from
the goldfields. One member had to come
from Champion Bay. He (Mr. Burges)
often came to the House because he did
not know whether there would be suf-
ficient members present to transact the
business or not.

Hox. J. W. HACEETT said his sym-
pathies were altogether with Mr, Haynes
on this motion, and he said it because Mr.
Taylor was a special friend of his—one of
the first friendships Mr. Taylor formed
in the colony, and that friendship had
never been interrupted. This applying
for leave of absence was becoming a seri-
ous matter ; for we had had an elective
Council during only four years, and in
that time, in seven different sessions, some
members of the Council had been away
from first to last. It seemed to be taken
as a matter of course that members might
stay awny, and run s risk which was no
risk at all; and, when these members
came back, they chaffed everyome about
the delightful holiday they had had in
London or elsewhere. Tt was a pity to
make @ scapegoat of one hon member
without giving him warning, but we must
begin somewhere. The whole question
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was a big one. He moved, as an amend-
ment, that a Select Committee be ap-
pointed to consider the propriety of grant-
ing the Hon. J. H. Taylor leave of absence
for one month, and that the Committee
vonsist of five persons.

Hox. H. G. PARSONS asked the House
not to accept the sroendment. It was
unnecessary and extremely harsh. From
the tone of the speech of Mr. Hackett,
one was inclined to say, “Save me from
my friends.”

How. J. W. Hacgerr: Friendship did
not come into this.

Hox. H. G. PARSONS: Mr. Taylor
had shown his utmost willingness to com-
ply with his duties, in the past. It was
said that some hon. members had to
come from Coolgardie and other places,
but Mr. Taylor was perfectly willing to
attend even from Karlsbad. If the House
passed a vote of censure on Mr. Taylor,
it would look as if Mr. Taylor had com-
mitted an act of contempt towards the
House

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE, in supporting
the amendment, said that when Mr. Tay-
lor went away it was understood he had
gone for good, if he could get what he
wanted in California ; and, if he could not,
he might come back, Now Mr. Taylor
was somewhere else. It appeared that
Mr. Taylor’s friends were trying to keep
hig geat “warm” for somebody else, when
the time came. We had not the exact
information as to the attendance of mem-
bers in the past, therefore it might be
as well to refer the matter to a Select
Committee.

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
seemed a little invidious to take a step
like this in regard to Mr. Taylor, when
the House had agreed to grant leave of
abgsence to Mr. Saunders. No doubt a
Select Committee would recommend that
Mr. Taylor be granted the leave; there-
fore, in voting for the amendment, mem-
bers would only be delaying the granting
of the leave. It was unfair to Mr. Tay-
lor to treat him differently from any other
member. The letter which he (the Colo-
nial Secretary) had, said that on August
6th Mr, Taylor was in a bad state of
health, and had gone to Homburg for
the benefit of his health, but that Mr.
Taylor would return te the colony this
month. Mr. Taylor last sessinn took an
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active interest in the business of the
House.

Hox. F. T, Crowper: He always voted
with the Government.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY said
he hoped the hon. member would not press
his amendment. It was wrong for hon.
members to sbsent themselves ; still that
was more a question for hon. members’
constituents than for members of the
Houge, although members had a right to
expect other hon. members to attend. It
was & very important question to consi-
der. whether people were willing to be
disfranchised. Mr. Hackett had said that
six members had been away for a whole
gession since there had been an elective
House.

Hox. J. W. Hacrerr: Seven.

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
wag not fair., But it was not right to
select one man, and say that leave should
not be granted in his case.

Hox. E. McLARTY : In agreeing with
Mr. Loton and others as to members ab-
genting themselves in this House, it would
be rather unfair to refuse to grant leave
of absence, because other hon. members
had been excused. The House had a
right to interfere in this case as well as
the constituents. He wag entirely op-
posed to membery travelling about with
M.L.C. after their names, but in this cnse
he would support the motion

Hox. R. S. HAYNES: If Mr. Hackett
intended to withdraw his amendment, it
should be on the distinet understanding
that if, within one month, the Hon. J. H,
Taylor was not on his way here, the House
shounld refuse further leave of absence.
The House refused two months’ leave of
absence to Mr. Saunders, but said that
if Mr. Saunders was on his way to the
colony within one month, the House would

. grant another month's leave of absence to

enable him to get here.

Tue PRESIDENT: The same conces-
sion should be given to Mr. Taylor as was
given to Mr. Saunders. It would be
rather invidipus treatment of one mem-
her, to refuse him leave of absence, when
it was granted to another,

Hox. W. T. LOTON: Hon. members
had expressed strong opinions as to mem-
bers absenting themselves, and it seemed
to be the unanimous opinion that mem-
bers should not stay away for lengthy
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periods. The question was, when should
we make a start in refusing leave of ab-
gence. After what had occurred, very
few members would attempt ito absent
themeselves without the leave of their con-
stituents, and the House afterwards.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT said he was pre-
pared to withdraw his amendment on the
understanding expressed by Mr. Haynes.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: What
the understanding?

Hox. R. S HAYNES: That Mr. Tay-
lor be on his way to this colony within
one month

Question put and passed.

WAaAS

NORTHAMPTON MINING

LEASES.

Hon. R. S. HAYNES moved—That a
return be laid on the table of the House,
showing—1, the number of mining leases
held in the Northampton mining district
at present; 2, whether all such mining
leases are manned in accordance with the
Mineral Land Regulations, and if not,
how many are not; 3, the number at
present under exemption, with the names
of the pereons to whom such exemption
kas been granted ; 4, a list of the mining
leases held at Northampton from Septem-
ber 30th, 1896, to July 31st, 1898, show-
ing the name or names of the person
or various pergons to whom each of such
leases has been pranted between those
dates ; 5, the quantity of lead and copper
ores conveyed to Geraldton from North-
ampton, by train, from January lst, 1897,
te 3lst July, 1898.” He wished the Go-
vernment to be informed of the little
game that was going on in the vicinity of
Northampton. The mines were being
played with like a game of battledore
and shuttlecock.

Hoxn. F. T. Crowper: What about the
Collie?

How. R. 8. HAYNES: Perhaps the
same was going on there. At Northamp-
ton, leases had been pegged out and that
was all. The lessees were trying to sell
the leages. One person kept the land as

RETURN :
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long as he could ; then he allowed it tobe
jumped by a friend, and so on. No work
was done whatever, and the object of the |
Mines Regulation Act was being defeated. |
The Government should see that some |

Interpretation Bill.

steps were taken 50 that leases should not
be “shepherded” in this way.

Hown. J. W. Hackerr: Were not most
of the mines on private property?

Hox. R. 5. HAYNES eaid he was refer-
ring to leases,

Question put and passed.

MOTION : SHIPPING CASUALTIES IN-

QUIRY BILL.
SHLECT COMMITTEE’S REPORT.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: The evidence
taken before the Select Committee on the
Shipping Casualties Bill had been handed
to the Colonial Secretary, to enable him
to get the Bill re-drafted. He understood
from the Colonial Secretary that the
draftsman was unable to draft a Bill in
accordance with the evidence. There
were thus only two courses now open,
either to bring in a report recommending
that the present Bill be thrown ont, or to
move that the time be extended for a
week to enable him (Mr. Haynes) to take
the present Bill in hand and redraft it,
which. he was willing to do. He moved
that the time for bringing up the report
of the Select Committee on the Shipping
Casualties Inquiry Bill be extended for »
week.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY said he
would be glad if the House agreed to
grant the extension of time, to exable ¥Ir.
Haynes to redraft the Bill.

Question put and passed.

CRIMINAL APPEAL BILL,
SBLECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES brought up the
report of the Select Committee on the
Criminal Appeal Bill.

Report received. Ordered, that the re-
port be taken into consideration at the
next sitting of the House.

REAPPROPRIATION EF LOAN MONEYS
BILL.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
Bly, and, on the motion of the CoLontaL
SEorRETARY, read a first time.

INTERPRETATION BILL.
Read a third time, on the motion of the
CoromaL SecreTany, and paseed.



Wines, Beer, elc., Bill:

WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT SALE
AMEXDMENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.
Consideration of new clauses resumed.
New Clause:

Hon. F. M. STONE moved that the
following be added as a new clause:—

No conviction under this Act shall be

quashed by sny court or judge on the ground
that the evidence upon which the conviction
was made was that of an informer or police
constable purchasing liquor for the purpose of
obtaining such conviction.
This clause would, he felt sure, commend
itself 10 hon. members who voted against
the Sunday opening of hotels. It was
ifmposeible under the present law to ob-
tain a conviction against a hotel keeper
for Sundey trading. In numerous cases
publicans had been convicted before magis-
trates for this offence, but when the con-
viction came before the Supreme Court,
and it was shown to have been brought
about by an informer, it had been quaghed.
In the case of a police-constable going
into o hotel and obtaining liquor during
prohibited hours, whilst anether constable
kept watch outside, the conviction had
been quashed, and moreover the con-
stables had been “slated” by the Supreme
Court judge for obtaining the liquor by
such means. It would be impossible to
obtain a conviction for Sunday trading
unless some such glause as that now pro-
posed were carried. He (Mr. Stone) did
not like such means of obtaining convic-
tione, but if the law said there had to be
no Sunday trading, that law should be up-
held, because it was impossible for the
police to get convictions in any other way.
The Cormittee had already agreed to a
clause providing that hotels should be kept
open from 1 to 2 o’clock in the afternoon
and from 9 to 10 o’clock in the evening on
Sundays, and the clanze now proposed was
intended to apply to hotel keepers who sup-
plied liquor during prohibited hours. With-
out such a clause, the law as applied to
limited Sunday trading would be a dead
letter.

How. R. S. HAYNES : The law, as it at
present stood in regard to informers, ap-
plied to both judge and magistrate, and
had done so for many generations. A
judge or jury was not bound to convict
any person on the evidence of an informer,
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unless that evidence were supported in
some materinl particular. A judge or
jury might convict on such evidence alone,
but if they did so, it was no ground for
the quashing of a conviction. Why should
there be a distinction made between in-
formers in regard to publicans and ip-
formers in regard to other persons who
broke any other law? If publicans could
not be caught without calling into exis-
tence a body of informers, some judges
thought it was better that the law should
be broken than that there should be such
informers. The lesser evil of the two,
as between. allowing the law to be broken
and the class of informer or blackmailer
to be created, was to allow the law to be
broken. There was no doubt that many
made a trade of being informers ; and the
object should be to distinguish between
an informer and an accomplice. A man
who induced a publican to break the law
was undoubtedly an accomplice, without
whom the law would not have heen broken,
and that was the class of person to whom
the judges objected. In ome case a judge
drew from a man that he was an informer
and was doing pretty well at the business,
In reply to questions, that informer said
he had earned about £150, and expected
to get £15 out of the case then before
the court, that £15 being earned by his
inducing people to break the law.
The clause now propceed would alter the
common law in force throughout
the British dominions, and he be-
lieved in America; and if the law had
to be altered in this connection, why not
alter it also in relation to magistrates 7
Tha Full Court unanimously upheld a
conviction in a case where some constable
went and got some beer whilst the hotel
keeper was absent. The beer was ob-
tained from the daughter of the publican,
and the latter was fined £50. He (Mr.
Haynes) appealed to the Full Court on
behalf of the publican, and although the
conviction was upheld, the judges re-
pretted the means by which the conviction
had been obtained. That was the only
cage of the kind he knew of. Both Mr.
Justice Stone and Mr. Justice Hensman
had agreed that it was most deplorable
to see informers about, and the latter
was of opinion that when informers 20 con-
spired, they were breaking the law,
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though Mr. Justice Stone did not ex-
press an opinion so strongly as that. His
(Mr. Haynes’s) opinion was that if two
persons met together and induced an-
other man to commit a crime, they were
guilty of a conspiracy. But the Chief Jus
tice was of a contrary opinion, and held
that without informers the law could not
be carried out. He (Mr. Haynes) was
very sorry indeed to think it was neces-
gary to the administration of justice that
a band of informers should be called into
existence ; indeed, they were not infor-
mers at all—they were accomplices. The
men whose duty it was to prevent a breach
of the law were the very persons who
induced a. breach of the law, and then it
waa proposed by this clause that this evi-
dence ought not to be supported. In
cases of a man being charged with sell-
ing drink without a license, it very often
happened that informers dropped upon
him unawares, and blackmailed him in-
stead of instituting a prosecution; and
the result of the clause would be that,
for one case brought into court, there
would be five in which blackmail would
be levied. It would, therefore, be very
unwise to alter the present law. The
hon. member ought not to press his mo-
tion, which would interfere with the fun-
damental principle of common law.

How. E. McLARTY: It was with some
diffidence he made any remarks on this
question, but the new clause moved by
Mr. Stone struck him as a dangerous one.
He had always admired the action of
the judges in not upholding convictiona
obtained by the unfair means of in-
formers. The practice of police-con-
stables going into hotele and obtaining
convictions against publicans by means of
falge pretences and false representations
should bs put down in the strongest man-
per possible. Only a few days ago in his
own distriot, o case occcurred where a
man was brought up for sly-grag selling.
The penalty imposed was perhaps de-
served, but the conviction was obtained
under very unfair circumstances. A man
might call at a person’s place in the bush
and be entertained, and then go back and
ask for something to drink, with the re-
sult that the man who supplied the drink
was sold up and lost everything. That
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class of informer should not be encour-
aged in the country, He was glad to see
that the police were doing their duty,
and in every possible instance bringing
prosecutions against sly-grog sellers, and
against publicans who sold during pro-
hibited hours. He heartily supported
Mr. Haynes in opposing the proposal.
Clause put and negatived.

New Clause:

Hox. F. M. STONE moved that the fol-
lowing be added as a pew clause:—

If, in the course of any proceedings, the de-

fendant fails to preve the purchaser was a
bona fide traveller, hut the justices are satisfied
that the defendant truly believed thabt the pur-
chaser was a bona fide traveller, and further
that the defendant took all reasonable pre-
cautions to ascertain whether or not the pur-
cheser was such a traveller, the justices shall
digmiss the case againgt the defendant, and, if
they think that the purchaser falsely repre-
gented himself to be a hona fide traveller, it
shalt be lawful for the justices to direct pro-
ceedings to be instituted against such pur-
chaser, under section twenty-one of the
Wines, Beer, and Spirit Sale Amendment Act,
1884,
This clause was really intended, he
said, for the protection of the publicans,
on the principle that if the publican tried
to carry out the law he ought not be
prosecuted. Under the new clause, if a
man came into a hotel and represented
himself to he a traveller, and the publican
took every means to ascertain whether
that man was a traveller, and honestly
believed him to be such, then the magis-
trates could not convict that publican of
selling during prohibited hours. But the
magistrates could order a prosecution to
be made against the person who had re-
presented himself to be a traveller, and
who had really trapped the publican into
supplying him with liquor. This was a
¢lause taken word for word from the Eng-
lish Act. He himself as a legal practi-
tioner had had cases in which publicans
had taken every precaution, and in spite
of all had been induced to serve men who
were not bona-fidé travellers. Under the
clause, if a publican acted honestly, no
conviction would follow, but a prosecu-
tion might be ordered against the bogus
cugtomer.

Put and passed, and the clause added
to the Bill,

New Clause:
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Hown. F. M. STONE moved that the fo!-
lowing be added 8s o new clause:—

Clause 61 of the Wines, Beer, and Spirit
Sale Act, 1880, is hereby amended by inseri-
ing after the word “premises,” in the sixth
line, the words “except between the hours of
one and two in the afternoon, and nine and
ten in the evening of a Sunday, and.”
This was really a consequential clause to
onc pussed when the Bill was in Comw-

mittee. = The House had agreed that
there should be Sunday trading he-
tween the hours of 1 end 2

o'clock in the afternoon and 9 and 10
o'clock in the evening on Sunday. Tt
wag, however, provided by section 81 of
the Act that there should be no consump-
tion on the hotel premises, and, if the pro-
posed clause were not carried, it would
mean that while a person could buy liquor
on the premises, he would have to go out
on the street to drink it.

Put and passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.

New Clause:

Hown. F. M. STONE moved that the fol-
lowing be added as a new clause: —

The words “any person,” in the first line of

section 86 of the said Wines, Beer, and Spirit
Sale Act, 1880, shall include any person,
council of any city, town, or the board of any
road district objecting to the granting of =
license, renewal, removal, transter, or trans-
mission of & license.
Section 86 of the Act, he said, pave power
of anpenl in all cases except o refusal in
the granting of a license. Supposing the
justices of the peace granted a license, and
any person objected, the clause as now
worded gave no appeal to the Full Court
against the magistrates’ decision. If the
majority of ratepayers in the neighbour-
hood were against the granting of a
license, the magistrates really ought to re-
fuse the license ; but supposing the magis-
trates, for some reason or other, decided
against the majority, there was no ap-
peal.

Put and passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.

New Clause:

Ho~. F. M. STONE moved that he fol-
lowing be added as a new clause: —

The neirhbourhood mentioned in section 25
of the Wines, Beer, and Spirit Sale Act. 1880,
shall mean, as to any city or town, within a
radius of a quarter of & mile of the house pro-
posed to be licensed, and in all other cases
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within a rodius of helf a mile of the house
proposed to be licensed, and such radius shall
be deemed the neighbourhood for the purposes
of such section,

According to section 25 of the Wines,
Beer, and Spirit Sale Act, the licensing
magistrates had power to determine what
should be the neighbourhood within the
meaning of the eection. He wished to
define what a neighbourhood should be.
From what the licensing magistrates gene-
rally decided, n quarter of a mile was a
neighbourhood in o town, and half & mile
outside of & town, and the new clause
he proposed provided this.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
matter cropped up some years ago in the
Legislative Assembly, when he discussed
the question with the late Mr. Gearge
Leake. The ultimate result was that it
was found impossible to fix a radius that
would be a worKable one in the statute.
Th= other day an apnlication was made for
a hotel in Bazaar Terrace. If the half mile
radius had prevailed, that would go into
Wellington-street. and what interest
would the residents of Wellington-streat
between Pier-street and King-street have
in o publichouse in Bazaar Terrace? A
aumber of instances could he given of
this character. In some cases half & mile
would not be large enough, but in other
instances it would be too large. It would
be better to leave the section as it stood.
In three instances a radius had been de-
clared and accented as satisfactory. The
section had worked very well in the past.

Clause put and negatived.

New Clause:

Mg, WHITCOMBE moved that the fol-
lowing be added as o new clause:—

Every person who, without lawful excuse,
the proof whereof shall be upon him, shall be
found within or upon licensed premises beyond
the houra wherein the same are licensed to he
open for the snle of ligquor, shall, upon con-
viction, be liable to a penalty of not less than
10s. nor more than £5.

His object was to pive further proteciiia
to the licensed victualler.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: The steivte
book was full of crimes already. Licersed
premises were not only the howse hut the
yard, and if a person was in the yard he
would be liable to the penalty., [n 1he
suburbs hotel-keepers had large blocks
of land, and if persons were found upon
this land they would be liable to a



1648 Immigration Restriction Bill: [COUNCIL.]

penalty. He hoped the amendment
would not be pressed ; it was too drastic.
This provision was in force in one of the
other colonies some time ago, bub it was
found to be ineffectual.

Clause put and negatived.

New Clause:

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES moved that the
following be added as o new clause : —

Nothing in this or the principal Act
contained shall prevent the sale of uquor upon
any day, upon any steamer for which a packet
license has been granted, plying for hire on the
Swan River, at any place north of the Cause-
way or half a mile south of Point Belches.

Thie provision was rendered necessary in
consequence of the definition of “travel-
ler” which had been proposed by Mr,
Stone.

Put and passed, and the clause added to
the Bill.

Bill reported, with amendments, and
report adopted.

IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

Hox. F. M. STONE, in moving the
second reading, said: This Bill is intro-
duced in consequence of a hardship which
the Immigration Restriction Act of 1897
has been found to inflict in the north-
west parts of the colony. Under the Act,
no Malay or Chinese lightermen can be
employed on the coast. Now, most of the
lightermen from Sharks Bay, and further
north, are Malays, and white crews cannot
work in those parts of the colony. So long
as coloured labour does not get down
south, there can be no objection to the
Bill. It ie provided in the Act that
Malays and Chinamen may be employed
in pearling, and that they may also be
employed in the guano trade in the
Abrohlos Islands, By some oversight,
however, coloured lightermen have been
left unprovided for in the measure, and
I do not think this House will object to
the Bill, seeing it removes a great hard-
ship, and meets what is a necessity in the
" north-west of the colony.

Hov. D. E. Coxopox: To what part
of the colony does the Bisl apply?

Hon. F. M. STONE: It only applies
to that part of the colony north of the
27th parallel. It does not affect the
southern parts of the colony at all. The

Second reading.

men contemplated in this Bill can oanly
be employed in lighters, and may only go
ashore for temporary purposes; and that
they should have been omitted from the
exceptions in the Immigration Restriction
Act was clearly an oversight. I amend
sections 16 and 19 of the Immigration
Restriction Act, 1897, by inserting in
section 16, after the words “pearl-shell
fishery,” in lines 3 and 4, the words “or
ag the crew of coasting, lightering, or
other vessels;” and by inserting in sec-
tion 19, after the words ‘“pearl-shell
fishery,” in lines 5 and 6, the words “or
as the crew of coasting, lightering, or
other vessels,” and after the words “such
fishery,” in line 6, the words “or as such
crew.” The Governor has power to make
regulations, and every protection is
given to prevent these labourers coming
south of the 27th parallel.
How. A. P. MarHESON :
not apply to section 186,
Hox. F. M. STONE: The Bill applies
to the whole Act. Thave amended, firstly,
section 16, and enabled the Governor to
make regulations as to the registration
of such persons employed; and then I
amend section 19. Thereis absolutely no
reason to be alarmed that these men will
come south, seeing that they can be em-
ployed only on coasting vessels north of
the 27th parallel. A register is to be kept
of the men employed, showing their pames

The Bill does

and so forth, so that we are fully pro-

tected from their coming down to this
part of the colony.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: 1 do not quite
understand whether it is intended to add
facilities to the importation of undesir-
able immigrants in any way, or whether
the conditions are such as only to allow
these coloured men, who are already ir the
colony, to be employed. Although I
do not think that there is any chance of
carrying an amendment that this Bill be
read this day six months, T shall certainly
not support the measure, if it is to have
the effect I have indicated.

Hox. ¥. M. Stovg: Southward of the
27th parallel these men cannot be brought
in at all, They can only be employed
north of the 27th parallel.

Hox. A. G. JerEINs:
labour be got north?

"Hox. F. M. SBroxn: No; it cannot.

Cannot white
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Hov. F. WHITCOMBE: I do not sup- ] Jiable, on conviction, to a fine not exceeding

pose any opposition to the second reading
of the Bill would be effective ; but, at the
same time, I am pledged ageinst the fur-
ther admission of coloured labour into the
colony, and I oppose the motion.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

1N COMMITTEE,

Bill passed through Committee withcut
debate, reported without amendment,
and report adopted.

At 6.30 p.m. the Presipext left the
chair,

At 7. 30 p.m. the PrREsIDENT resumed
the chair.

IMPORTED LABOUR REGISTRY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

Hox. F. M. STONE, in moving the
secend reading, said: I would point out
to hon .members that the section of the
Imported Labour Regiztry Act I propose
to repeal is section 6, by which it is en-
acted that

Lahourers ghall not be imported into Western

Australia in, or landed from, any ship in a
greater number than one labourer for every
five hundred tons of the ship's capacity ; the
tonnage, in the case of » British ship, being
taken a3 the registered tonnage, and, in the
case of a foreign ship, being measured accord-
ing to the rules of measurement provided in the
Merchant Shipping Act, 1894,
Hon. members will see that the original
Act applies only to labourers imported to
the colony north of the 27th parallel of
latitude.

Hox. A. P. Matupsos: Where is thiat
shown?

Hox. F. M. STONE: Section 4 says—

No labourer brought into Western Australia
under this Act, or who bas already been so
brought under the Act repealed by this Act,
or under the Imported Labour Registry Act,
1892, shall enter by land or sea into any part
of this colony south of the twenty-seventh
parallel of south latitnde, except as hereinafter
provided.

Section 7 says: —

Every person who wilfully assists any labourer
to enter Western Australia in contravention of
this Act, or wilfullv aesists any labourer, being
already in Western Australia, to enter that
part thereof which is south of the twenty-
seventh parallel of south latitude, shall be

one fundred pounds for each labourer so
assisted, or to be imprisoned, with or without
hard labour, for a period not exceeding twelve
months,

Sc: that the Imported Labour Registry
Act applies only to north of the 27th par-
allel of latitude, and does not apply w
any purt of the colony south of that
purallel.  The Immigration Restriction
Act pruvides that no persgon of any coloured
rnce shall enter Western Australia, unless
he is able to read a paragraph in Eng-
lish taken from any standard author; so
thnt that Act prevents any person from
entering the colony unless he can read
and write.

Hox. T. Wrrreouse: If it is enforced,

Hox. F. M. STONE:: If the Govern-
ment like to enforce the Act, it prevenis
nny person entering the colony who can-
not rend and write.

Hox. F. Writconse: But it is not en-
forced.

Hox. F. M. STONE: It is not 2nforczd
except against persons of the celoured
races. In order to provide for the north-
ern portion of the colony, the Imported
Labour Registry Act provides ‘hat per-
sons of the coloured races, introduced for
lahour purposes and under contract, can
be introduced into the morthern portion
of the colony, but the person importing
these labourers is bound to return them.
It these lnbourers are found at large, the
Government can arrest them, put them
on board ship, and send them Dback to
the country they came from. The Gov-
ernment could inflict a penalty on the
person who imported these labourers for
not having sent them back. Should these
labourers, after their term of contract ex-
pired, be engaged by any other person,
the other person has to undertake to
return the labourers on the same terms
ag the person who originally imported
them. Any coloured labourer found
south of the 27th parallel ean be ar-
rested and sent back to the country from
whence he came; so that every provision
is made to prevent undesirable coloured
labourers coming to this portion of the
colony. The Act goes further than that
and provides that one coloured man can
only be imported for every 500 tons bur-
den of the ship. This has been found to
work o hardship on the people of the
northern portion of the coleny. It has
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been found that steamship proprietors re-
quire a large amount for passage money,
and also that these coloured people ask
for enormous wages, knowing of h2se

restrictions. Such a steamer as the
“Sultan,” for instance, can only
bring down two of these coloured

lubourers per trip, and it will readily
be seen how a preat Bardship may be
worked.  These coloured Iakourers hav-
to be returned under a penalty, and the
term “coloured labourer” applies not only
to Chinamen but to every other coloured
person whatsoever. The old Act only ap-
plied to Chinamen, so that in the northern
parts of the colony Maiay, Cingalese, and
Japanese labour could be obtained; but
under the Act passed twelve months ago,
a great dearth of servants has been ex-
perienced in those parts of the colony
where it is impossible to induce white ser-
vants to go. In nearly all houses in the
northern districts the cooks are either
Chinese or Japanese, but since the pass-
ing of the Act many of the houses have
been left without servants, and it has
fallen on the unfortunate wives of the
settlers to do all the household work. Th
those parts of the colony it is impossible,
owing to the heat in certain times of the
year, for white people to perform the
services required, and under the Bill peo-
ple would be enabled te get down under
contract as many servants as they liked,
but would be compelled to return these
servants at the conclusion of the con-
tract.

Hor. F. Whrrcouss:
not be got from the south?

Hor, F. M. STONE: Where can
Chinese servants be got from the south?
Such servants cannot be got, and in any
case they ask astonishing wages. It is
impossible to get Chinese servants
in Perth, and, if that be so, it must
be impossible to get them in the
north. All the Chinese servants in Perth
are snapped up by the hatels, and the
only resource ia to import them under
the almost impossible conditions. Un ler
the Act an employer is bound to return a
coloured servant. If he does not do so,
then the police can arrest the servant,
pay his passage money, and then summon
the emnloyer, who is liable to a nenalty
of £100. It will be seen that the
southern parts of the colony are protected

Could Chinese
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in every way. Coloured servants can-
not come here by sea or land, under a
penalty of £100, and I think that is all
that can be desired by people in the
southern parts. There is no desire that
this class of labour should be introduced
into the southern parts of the colony ; but
hon. merabers will, I am sure, do justice
to that part of the colony in which ne
other labour is suitable. The Northern
Public Opinion bears out what I say in
the following extract:—

Even now persons of limited income are find-
ing it impossible to pay the exorbitant wages
demanded by the few coocks who are here, and
us these men are leaving by every steamer the
time appears to be fast approaching when ladies
will either have themselves to do the housework
and cooking, or to vevert te the tioned meat
and damper of the bush. Stations and boats
alike are finding it impossible to procure men,
and we understand that at least one vessel is
to bo laid up at the port of Cossack owing to
the difficulty of procuring coloured crews,

“Coloured crews” are covered by the last
Bill we passed. The article proceeds : —

The Act in its simplicity will allow the
educated coloured man to step ashore and oomn-
pete with the business firms and skilled labour,
but the necessary cook -and sailor are de-
barred.  Certainly steamers are allowed to
bring one immigrant for each 500 tons of cargo,
but as this naturally canses so many empty
berths, the steamers have raised passage rates
accordingly, until the luxury of & cook is be-
vond the means of any but a “salgash” mil-
lionaire. Why the pearlers have the concession
of importing crews, and coasting vessels are
debarred, it is hard to say, unless the rumour,
“Alex hath done this” is founded on fact. Had
the Act prohibited importation south of the
twenty-seventh parallel, and allowed it north
of the same parallel, with the proviso that the
men should be returned to their country at the
expiration of agreement, and also provided that
such men should only work as servants, and
not as storckeepers and skilled labourers, it
would have been a benefit. As it was, we can
onlv think of the pearlers and say, “truly it ia
well to have a friend at court.” We would
respectfully commend the motto: “It's never
too late to mend.” :

Hou members will see from this article
that, owing to the Imported Labour Act
of last year, the people in that part of
the colony are left entirely without ser-
vants. Exorbitant passage money was
asked hefore this Act was passed, but
since then the shipping companies have
gone further. Coloured labourers go
away, and cannot be got into the colony
again
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Hox. D. McKay: £25 has been offered
for a cook.

Hex. F. M. STONE: It will be sern
from Mr. McKay's interjection to what ex-
tent the people in the north have io gc;
and it surely cannot be the wish of the
members to inflict such hardships on any
portion of the colony. In places where, in
consequence of the climate, people are
obliged to employ coloured labour, why
not allow that to be done, as the news-
paper article points out, only on certain
work and under certain restrictions? In
time to come, there will be very few
Chinamen in the southern parts, and in
the north they would be only employed
in work which the white man could nut
perform. Peonle have gome into thaf
part of the colony and borne the heat and
burden of the day, when Western Austra-
lia was not so flourishing, and have con-
tributed large revenue which helped the
colony aleng in days gone by ; and surely
it would be only an act of justice to assist
them in the way proposed in the Bill,

Hox. J. E. RICHARDSON: I have
pleasure in seconding the motion for the
second reading of the Bill I ean bear
out all that has been said by Mr. Stene
respecting the hardships in the north
through an insufficient supply of labour.
Circumstances in the north are altogether
different from those in the south. In the
south, coloured labour is not required so
much as in the north, and perhaps not at
all. Tt is as cooks and water-drawers
that coloured labour is wanted, because
that is a class of work which white people
cannot be got to do. Coloured cooks in
the north are asking exorbitant wages,
up to as much as £6 per month, and that
is n wage which people cannot afford to
pay. Steamers have raired the passage
money of the imported coloured people,
and the importer of such labour has to
pav three months in advance, and then
give exorbitant wages.  Southern people
need not be under fear of the coloured
labouters being allowed to come down
into this part of the colonv, because the
B\ is hedged all round with precautions.

Hovw. A. P. MaTemson: What is going
to stop them?

Hox. J. E. RICHARDSON : The Act.

Howx. A. P. MaTggsoN: I know that the
Act says so, but how are you poing to
stop them!

[13 SeprEMBER, 1898.]
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Hox. J. E. RICHARDSON : The people
who bring coloured labour into the coun-
try are liable. Mr. Stone has put the
matter in & very fair light, and I have
much pleasure in supporting the second
reading of the Bill.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: I really can-
not agree with everything that has fallen
from Mr. Stone. In section 4 of the Act
provicion is made, as Mr. Stone has stated,
that no coloured labour shall enter by
land or ses south of the 27th parallel of
latitude. But there is nothing whatever,
s0 far ns [ can see, to prevent any coloured
labourer coming within that boundary.
It is true & coldured labourer is liable to
a penalty if he does so come within the
boundary, but what does that penalty
amount to? The police have to catch him ;
and anybody who knows anything about
coloured people, Chinese or Japanese,
knows it is perfectly impossible to iden-
tify one coloured person from another
until you know him personally. The
police will not bail up every coloured man
they meet, and ask him for a certificate.
We know there are a number of cases in
this colony in which Acts have made
proper provision to safeguard the public,
vet the provisions are absolutely inopera-
tive because The police do not carry them
out. It is certain that the police abso-
lutely fail to carrf out any provision to
keep labourers from coming down past
the 27th parallel of latitude. I think the
hest evidence that these labourers are
coming down here is this. We are told
by Mr. Stone that the coloured labourers
in the North are becoming gradually less,
in spite of the large rise in wages. I am
accepting his statement because I have
no means of verifying it; and,if that is
the case, it is clear t0 my mind that these
labourers are going somewhere elze where
they can get betier wages.

Hox. R. G. Buroes: They are going
back.

Hov, A, P. MATHESON: It is impos-
sible that they should go back when they
are offered such high wages here. The
fact is, these coloured labourers come
down here.

Hon. F. M. Stowr: They cannot get
down.

Hor. A. P. MATHESON : T cannot eee
what ia to stop them., As a prohibitive
law it is a good one, but the provision in
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the Act cannot be put into operation.
The whole of the people in that portion of
the colony which I represent are anxious
that the importation of coloured people
into the South should be put a stop to.
I gather that the Government are of the
same opinion. If my recollection serves
me aright, members of the Government
have expressed views which coincide with
the views of the majority of the people in
the southern portion of the colony. I
fail to see why a provision, limiting in a
moit reasonable way the importation of
coloured labour to one man to 500 tons
of the ghip’s burden, should be done away
with.

Hox. F. M. Srone: Only as to China-
men. You can have as many Japanese
as vou like. '

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: I do not
think Japanese are at all preferable to
Chinamen. Japanese are immoral from
beginning te end. I do not impute blame
t0 the Japanese, because they do not look
on it as immoral ; but, from my point of
view, all Japanese are immeoral. I am op-
posed to any alteration of section 6 of
the Act.

Hox. D. McKAY : I cannot see how, so
long as the coloured people are kept north
of parallel 27, they will interfers with the
southern portion of the colony at all. It
is a matter of impossibility to get white
men as labourers in the North. I have
been up there, and know by experience
that if you pay a white man £20 a month
he will not draw water for you ; it is im-
possible for him to do it. White men
cannot stand the continual drag and con-
tinual heat. So long as the coloured
labourers are kept in the North, no harm
can be done. The few Chinamen there are
up there now want much higher wages
than white men would want if you could
get them to do the work. ‘

Hox. E. McLARTY: I intend to give
the Bill my hearty support. It would be
a great injustice to the settlers im the
North to prevent their employing Chinese
labourers. Mr. McKay has stated that it
would be impossible to get white men to
perform the work which these men per-
form, and I know that to be true. I am

[COUNCIL.]

‘ it was last session.

quite as much opposed to the introduction
of Chinese labour as Mr. Matheson is, but

I believe the settlers, who require the

Second reading.

services of these coloured labourers,
should not be deprived of their services.

Hox. K. G. BURGES: I mean to sup-
port this little Bill; and 1 speak inde-
pendently on this matter, as [ am not
interested in the North. It is only a
matter of justice that we should consider
the settlers in the North, although they
are in & minority. Some people, who have
recently come to this part of the world,
think they ought to have everything their
own way. As far as alien labourers are
concerned—Chinese, Japanese, or other
labourers—vwe should not encourage them
at all. Mr. Matheson asked how we were
going to keep thesze labourers out of thie
portion of the colony. If every man who
imports a labourer registers that man,
when the engagement is ended the police
can see that the lahcurer is returned, or
that the employer is fined a heavy penalty.

Hox. D. McKAY: The passage-money
has to be deposited.

Hox. R. G. BURGES: Is it supposed
that these lahourers walk down from
the North past all the police stations? T
Mr. Matheson had been in that part of
the country, he would see that no China-
man could travel down here from the
North. We do not want the coloured

' labourers down here, but it is only an act

of justice that we should allow the settlers
in the North to employ coloured lahour.
It is our duty in this House to consider the
minority as well as the majority. We
ghould do that ; it is our bounden duty to
de it, and not crush out any industry.
hon. members knew what those persons
engaged in the pastoral industry up
North have gone through, they would not
deprive them of what is justly asked. 1
have experienced this. The settlers work
hard, and then ere ruined by droughts
and storms and other troubles. The Im-
ported Labour Registry Act was hurrried
through the House last session, and 1
believe this session everything will be
attempted to be hurried through just as
When it is found that
mistakes have been made, we see the evil
of rushing measures like this through.
This House should protest against the
rushing through of measures. It would
be better that we should not have
measures passed at all than passed in a
hurry. I intend to support this Bill.
although I represent a Jarge district
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where there are a large number of
labourers employed, and we do not want
coloured labourers in the district that 1
represent. It is our duty to try and ben~
fit the minority as well as the majority.
1 sball always do that as long as 1 hold
a seat in this House, .

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE : The chief ob-
jection to the Bill is the difficulty in pre-
venting such Asiastics as are allowed to
go to the northern part of the colony com-
ing down south. That can be met in
either of two ways. The traflic is man-
aged by regulation at the present time.
A regulation could be provided that every
servant introduced into the colony should
receive & certificate, stating where he is
employed, and the date of his service;
and, upon demand by the police or some
other authorised person, the labourer
should be bound to show his certificate,
and if the labourer could not show that
certificate, then he could be sent back te
the country he came from.

Hon. D. McKay: That is the case now.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE : The other way
to prevent their access to this portion of
the colony is by a more strict examination
of the labourers arriving by steamers at
Fremantie and Geraldton. The other day
{ive Asiatics were landed out of the “Sul
tan,” and a report was current that two
of these Agiatics were unlawfully landed.
The system of examination at Fremantle
is not effective, and owing to the supine-
ness of the examiners, these coloured
labourers are allowed to come, and no
stepz are taken to trace these labourers
to see whether the report which was cir-
culated was true. Although there would
be some difficulty in preventing Asiatics
coming to the South, there is no reason
why the settlers in the North should be
subjected to the high rate of wages which
now prevails,

Hox. W. T. LOTON: If it was & ques-
tion of whether any further permission
should be given for these coloured people
to enter this southern portion of the
colony, there would be only one expres-
gsion of opinion given ; but that is not the
question which we have to decide. The
question is whether any facilities shall
be given for coloured labourers to enter
the northern portion of the colony. The
difficulty is to confine these people north
of parallel 27 when they are once there.

{13 SerrembER, 1898.]
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I believe the Imported Labour Registry
Act is made pretty well as stringent as it

| possibly could be made in this respect.

These labourers, before they are allowed

to go on board ship, have to be engaged

by an employer in this colony for a cer-
tain period of time, and, when these
labourers arrive, there is a certain process
for them to go through. They are duly
registered, and the employer has to find
security that the labourers will be re-
turned on the completion of their engage-
ment, and, if the security is not sufhcient,
the Government can demand suicient
money to pay for their passage back. If
the employed travel out of the district,
and are not in a position te show that
they are under engagement, they are liable
to imprisonment. Therefore, it appears
to me the Act is as stringent as it
could be wmade. If the resources of
the northern districts are to be developed,
and white people are to live and prosecute
their industries there, they must have
coloured labour. The question narrows
itself to this: are white people, after in-
habiting that part of the colony for 40
vears or thereabouts, to give up abd re-
turn south, and leave the natives to oc-
cupy the country again? White servants
cannot be got for that part of the country
at wages employers can pay ; and even if
white servants could be paid the wages
asked for, they cannot perform the duties,
in the sun of that climate, which the
coloured labourer can. The only fear and
trouble are to prevent these coloured
labourers from coming south, and if the
Act ot present in force is not stringent
enough, let us make it more stringent.
Hox. A. P. MarseEsow: How can you
enforce the Act? It is stringent emough
already.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: Why not enforce
it

Hox. A P. MaTtamson: It is unpossible.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: The matter need
not be left to the police, because, if the
southern portion of the colony was being
overrun by coloured labour, all that would
have to be done would be to ask the
coloured labourer to produce his engage-
ment. In the country districts we are not
overrun by coloured labour as, perhaps,
they are in the cities; indeed, coloured
labourers could not get in this part of the
colony unless they trespassed by coming
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overland. Under the circumstances I feel
bound to give my support to the Bill.

Hox. A. G. JENKINS: I cannot give
my support to the Bill. I have seen this
question dealt with in places where there
are just as stringent regulations as are
proposed here. I speak of Queensland
and New South Wales, where the Aslatica
are found coming across big wastes and
arid deserts in order to get into the popu-
lated districts, in spite of all the regula-
tions that ean be made. The only method
is to prevent coloured races coming into
the countrv at all. It is to be regretted
that any hardship should be inflicted on
settlers, but the hardship that would be
inflicted would be somewhat counteracted
by the restriction of the importation o
these undesirable immigrants. If the
Bill be passed, these coloured people will
be found coming down, not by ones and
twos, but by droves, We should find
them cowing from the North tothe South,
just in the same way as they have done in
Queensland and New South Wales, and
adjoining colonies.

Hox. W. T. Lotox: They must be en-
gaged before they come.

Hox. A. G. JENEINS: There are ex-
actly the same restrictions in those col-
onies as are proposed in this Bill,

Hor. H. G. PARSONS:
strong opinions on the question of the
importntion of Asiatics inte any temper-
ate part of this or any other colony; but
I shall support the Bill. If we turn round
and say we cannot enforce the laws and
regulations because an injustice will be
done to the North, we acknowledge our
unfitness to conduct the public affairs of
this colony, and admit that the northern
districts would have been better under
Imperial rule. It seems to me it would
be imposasible to carry on business in the
north of this colony without coloured
labour. It would be perfectly possible
to keep coloured labour from the southern
districts, where we have too many at pre-
sent. Under these circumstances the
House would be stultifying itself by not
adopting the Bill. If we find that our
laws and regulations are not enforced, all
we have to do is to alter our laws and re-
gulations until they do meet the position.

Question—that the Bill be read a second
time—put, and division taken with the
following result:—

I bold very.

[COUNCIL:]

in Commitiee,

Ayes e 13
Noes e 2
Majority for 11
Aes. Noes.

Hon. H. Briggs Hon. A. G. Jenkins

Hon R. G. Burges "Hon. A. P. Matheson
Hon. F.T. Crowder | (Teller)
Hon, "R, 8. Haynes
Hon, W. T. Loton
Hon. D, MoKay
Hon. H. G. Parsons
Hon. G. Randell |
Fon. I. E. Rictards:n
Hon. W. Spencer !
Hon. F. M. Stone |
Hoo. F. Whitcombe |
Hon. E McLarty |
{Teller) |
Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMTITEE.
Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tas COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
that the House, at its rising, do adjourn
until Tuesday next.

Put and passed.

The House adjourned at 8.30 p.m. until
Tuesday, 20th September.



